
Getting started
•	 Use the video links below to introduce a selection of 
animals to your pupils. Look at their characteristics; 
what makes them unique? Talk about them; which do 
pupils like best? Why?

•	 Brainstorm a list of adjectives and adverbs to describe 
what each animal looks like, how it behaves and/or 
moves. 

•	 Let pupils know that they’ve got a chance to Wear it 
Wild, to raise vital funds to help WWF protect some of 
the animals and habitats they’ve learnt about.

•	 Using the resources listed below, work through this 
activity to prepare pupils to come to school dressed as 
their favourite animal in return for a donation towards 
our work.

•	 Share your pupils’ masks and outfits with us at 
wearitwild@wwf.org.uk. We’d love to see what 	
you all get up to!

Video links
•	 youtube.com/watch?v=GRcihHbqo10

•	 arkive.org/bornean-orangutan/pongo-pygmaeus/video-00.html

•	 arkive.org/black-rhinoceros/diceros-bicornis/video-02.html

•	 arkive.org/snow-leopard/panthera-uncia/video-01.html

•	 youtube.com/watch?v=lbLVRzfUddE

Resources required
•	 Masquerade masks worksheet
•	 Card
•	 A drinking straw (per pupil)
•	 Staples/sticky tape
•	 PVA glue 
•	 A range of art materials to decorate

Activity steps
1.	 Ask pupils to consider which animal they would most 
like to be. Explain that they’re now going to create 
their own masquerade eye masks for Wear it Wild. 
They’ll use a template but will need to personalise this 
to look like their chosen animal.

2.	Depending on the ability of your class, either hand out 
a masquerade mask photocopied onto card, or support 
them to use the worksheet as a template for their own 
mask. Supervise cutting.

3.	Support pupils as they decorate their eye masks using 
the available materials.

4.	Using either staples or sticky tape, attach one end of a 
drinking straw to one side of the back of the mask, 	
so that it can be held over the face in line with the 
pupil’s eyes.  

5.	Discuss what items of clothing children might want 	
to wear to complement their mask when they Wear  
it Wild. 

6.	Remind them people might ask them why they 	
chose this animal - can they remember why they 	
liked it most of all? Why is it special to them? 	
Is it endangered?

On Friday 5 June across the UK people will be dressing to show their wild side. It’s all part 
of our brilliant new fundraising initiative to support WWF’s vital conservation work around 
the planet. We want to create a future in which people and nature thrive together and we’re 

inviting your class to help us by getting involved in Wear it Wild.

This activity sees pupils creating animal masquerade masks to dress as their favourite 
animal for their Wear it Wild celebration. How many will dress tough like a tiger, get 

flashy like a flamingo or strut their stuff like a snow leopard?

MASQUERADE MASKS
Wear it Wild for the world’s wildlife!

WEAR IT WILD

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRcihHbqo10
http://www.arkive.org/bornean-orangutan/pongo-pygmaeus/video-00.html
http://www.arkive.org/black-rhinoceros/diceros-bicornis/video-02.html
http://www.arkive.org/snow-leopard/panthera-uncia/video-01.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbLVRzfUddE


Colour me in, cut me out and wear me as you roar 
like a lion or strut your stuff like a snow leopard.

Worksheet: Masquerade masksAge 5-7 
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16 species profiles packed full of interesting  
facts are available for registered schools.

Register at wwf.org.uk/wild 

http://www.wwf.org.uk/wild
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WEAR IT WILD TEAM

Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

wwf.org.uk

Any questions? Contact the team!
	 call:	 01483 426333

	 email:	wearitwild@wwf.org.uk

	 post:	 Wear it Wild Team, WWF-UK, The Living Planet Centre,
	 	 Rufford House, Brewery Road, Woking, Surrey GU21 4LL

wwf.org.uk/wild
	 	 Follow us on Facebook	 Twitter #WearitWild

Got more time?
•	 In pairs or small groups get pupils to research 
their chosen animal and to create a poster (or use 
multimedia tools) to showcase what they’ve learnt, 
including its unique characteristics. 

•	 Ask pupils to imagine they’re using their poster (or 
multimedia presentation) to launch a campaign to 
help raise awareness of their chosen animal. Support 
pupils to develop their own ‘Save me’ campaign 
slogans and display in the classroom. 

Explore more amazing species
Wear it Wild is fundraising to protect some amazing 
species. To help you bring these to life in your classroom, 
we’ve produced a primary education pack. It will 
support you to run a themed week, or provides a bank 
of activities to dip in and out of. Use in conjunction with 
our species fact files, select the cross curricula activities 
for your class’s age and stage, and ignite pupils’ curiosity. 
The differentiated activities explore 16 focus species and 
the environments in which they live.

For the full pack, register your school at
wwf.org.uk/wild 
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